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In My First Summer in the Sierra John Muir recounts his early travels in the Sierra while working
as a shepherd. In the summer of 1869, Muir set out from California’s Central Valley with a flock of
2,050 sheep and made his way to the headwaters of the Merced and Tuolumne Rivers. As one
of America’s great philosopher naturalists, Muir captures the spirit of the Sierra Nevada and
brings the reader along as a witness to his great journey. He explores in great detail the
mountains, meadows, waterfalls, flora, and fauna of the rich landscape that captured his heart.
My First Summer in the Sierra is an excellent introduction to the writings of John Muir. This
edition contains 30 illustrations."Oh, these vast, calm, measureless mountain days, inciting at
once to work and rest ! Days in whose light everything seems equally divine, opening a
thousand windows to show us God. Nevermore, however weary, should one faint by the way who
gains the blessings of one mountain day ; whatever his fate, long life, short life, stormy or calm,
he is rich forever."

From the Inside FlapAs law enforcement officer with the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, Lt. Tom Shirley was the law in one of the last true frontiers in the nation the Florida
Everglades.During his thirty-year career (1955 85), Shirley saw the Glades go from frontier
wilderness to  ruination at the hands of the Army Corps of Engineers. He watched as levees
cut off the water flow and as controlled floods submerged islands that had supported humans
and animals for 3,000 years, killing much of the wildlife he had sworn to protect.In Everglades
Patrol, Shirley shares the stories from his beat an ecosystem larger than the state of Rhode
Island. He tells of stakeouts, catching wildlife for research, saving animals from manmade
floods, of nights sleeping on the ground beside a distant campfire, and of the interrelationships
of poachers and the law. In his vivid narrative, Shirley again hunts down dangerous rogue
gladesmen, tangles with gators, and pursues poachers and moonshiners by airboat.Over the
years, Shirley and his officers have been beaten, stabbed, kicked, cut, burned, bitten, drowned,
and even killed while trying to protect the wetlands and its wildlife. But they continue to fight for
the Everglades in order to save it.Shirley provides an entertaining, firsthand account of the
Everglades wetlands and its wildlife from the 1940s to today. He pulls no punches in expressing
his disdain for the disastrous effects that Flood Control and Water Management have had on the
animals and the historic islands of the Everglades wetlands but leaves readers with hope that
there is still time to reverse this damage. His ultimate goal is to see the Everglades restored to
what it once was a natural wonder of this world and to keep it safe and available for generations
to come.Tom Shirley is an active advocate for the restoration of the Everglades original
ecosystem and for acknowledgment of the Gladesmen s  traditional use rights. In 1999, he
received the Francis S. Taylor Outdoorsman of the Year Award for his efforts to conserve and



protect the Everglades.From the Back Cover This excellent book consists of two tales: one, the
firsthand action adventure story of Florida game wardens airboating across the vast Everglades
in pursuit of poachers; the other, observations on the political and flood-control engineering
decisions and actions that resulted, sadly, in water quality and wildlife degradation. I highly
recommend Everglades Patrol on both counts.  Patricia Caulfield, author and photographer of
Everglades Rare insight into the dangers, thrills, and uncertainties of resource management
when people and politics collide. Tom Shirley writes with sincerity and dedication about the
wildlife he pledged to protect over fifty years ago.  Laura Ogden, coauthor of Gladesmen: Gator
Hunters, Moonshiners, and Skiffers A must-read for any person truly interested in the Greater
Everglades ecosystem. Tom s book allows the reader to gain a better understanding of how
important the Everglades are to sportsmen and society.  Jack Moller, officer, Florida Wildlife
Federation Offers some wonderful descriptions that I ve never before read of the richness of
the wildlife before the 1950s. It s a page turner.  Jack E. Davis, author of An Everglades
ProvidenceAbout the AuthorTom Shirley (1930–2014) served in law enforcement for the
Everglades Division of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission for 30 years. He
was an award-winning advocate for the restoration of the Everglades’ original ecosystem.Read
more
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John P. Jones III, “The pantheist…. This is the first book of John Muir that I have read. I’ve read
other naturalists/environmentalists, such as Henry David Thoreau, Joseph Wood Krutch, and
Edward Abbey, but it seems that Muir is in a class of his own. I was stunned by his erudition. He
knew the names of the animals, plants and rock formations in an area that he had never been
before, including passing through several climatic zones, as he climbed in elevation. (I had to
keep recalling that he was not carrying a guidebook, replete with full-color pictures of the plants
he was observing.) His writing is infused with a deep reverence for the natural world… even a
beautiful infectious unbridled enthusiasm to “do it all,” to savor as much as one possibly can of
the natural world. I first became acquainted with his name more than 25 years ago, when I
visited the magnificent redwoods that bear his name, just north of San Francisco. Tis a pity it
took so long to read his actual words.Muir “hitched a ride,” that is, seized an opportunity and
joined in the “old-fashioned” practice of transhumance. “Old-fashioned,” in that it is a practice in
decline, defeated by the primacy of fences and “property rights.” But the practice of moving
livestock to better grazing, in particular to higher elevations in the summer, has existed for
thousands of years. In June 1869, he joined 2500 sheep, as they moved from the Merced valley
in central California, and walked with them into the high Sierra Mountains, in the area of current
day Yosemite National Park, and returned to the lowlands by the equinox. He did not have
required duties – a professional shepherd, along with assistants – handled the “grunt work.”
Three magnificent months to observe a country that had just been opened to exploration by the
white man largely in the last two decades, thanks to the ’49 “Gold Rush.” Three months of living
outside, largely without shelter, and “reading” only the natural world.I found his writing to be
dense, like a fine chocolate bar, and could rarely read more than 15 pages at a time without
taking a break to think about his observations. In one section, he contemplates the many
different paths raindrops take. In another, he examines the lives of three very different creatures:
the bear, the grasshopper and the common housefly. For sure, he provides anthropomorphic
characterizations. He has a keen geological “eye,” spotting signs of glacial action in prior times.
Clearly his heart lies in the very high country of the Sierra, around Lake Tenaya. Somehow he
knew about a flower called the cassiope bell, searched for it, and found it in profusion. It is
wonderful nowadays to be able to see a picture of it on the internet, and understand immediately
his enthusiasm. In yet another section, he relates his “telepathic” knowledge that his college
teacher, Professor Butler, had just arrived in Yosemite.Muir does not like the sheep he has had
to travel with, comparing them to locust, and at one point saying that he would rather herd
wolves. He is also rather critical of the various Indian hunting groups that he encounters, always
critical of their dirtiness. In general, he repeatedly praises the cleanliness of the natural world,
but seems to be oblivious to the dirtiness of the sheep that are his companions.In the high
country it is approximately two months of intense life between the melting of the snows and the
arrival of the next frosts. On August 10, he says: “Another of those charming exhilarating days



that make the blood dance and excite nerve currents that render one unwearable and well-nigh
immortal.” In another section, he says of Yosemite’s cathedral: “Every hidden cell is throbbing
with music and life, every fibre thrilling like harp strings, while incense is ever flowing from the
balsam bells and leaves. No wonder the hills and groves were God’s first temples, and the more
they are cut down and hewn into cathedrals and churches, the farther off and dimmer seems the
Lord himself. The same may be said of stone temples.”Yes, at times his exuberance can be “over
the top.” So be it, for it seems that he can see deeper than us average mortals. 5-stars.”

Saperlo, “Wonderful book about an almost forgotten California and greater America. John Muir's
descriptions of his time in Yosemite are achingly detailed and wonderful. The descriptions are
written as he hikes through the landscape and are never repetative, showing the huge diversity
and beauty of this landscape. It's a lovely book and I highly recommended it to anyone who
loves the American landscape and would like to hear how it was many years ago.”

Greg, “Yosemite in Words. Read this little book during the Lockdown of 2020, when all the
National Parks were closed. As I read Mr. Muir’s descriptions, I see it in my mind’s eye. Beautiful
imagery.A few quotes:“Everything seems consciously peaceful, thoughtful, faithfully waiting
God*s will.”“No other place has ever so overwhelmingly attracted me as this hospitable, Godful
wilderness.”“The basin of this famous Yosemite stream is extremely rocky, — seems fairly to be
paved with domes like a street with big cobblestones. I wonder if I shall ever be allowed to
explore it. It draws me so strongly, I would make any sacrifice to try to read its lessons. I thank
God for this glimpse of it. The charms of these mountains are beyond all common reason,
unexplainable and mysterious as life itself.”Now I have GOT to get back to Yosemite soon. Again
and again.”

Gloria Valdes, “A must for Nature lovers!!! A companion for visitors of Yosemite!!!. First Summer
in the Sierra was a delight to read. John Muir's diary is fascinating due to his capacity of
describing the different landscapes along his route as one of the shepherds tending a big flock
of sheeps the Yosemite River Valley and the High Sierra. To the accuracy of the geographical
description he adds its evolution, its changes in flora and fauna distribution, the rythm of days
and seasons, the variations in the color and the clouds. All this, added to his spiritual response,
told in a poetic manner. His sketches, and the latter added photographs, are enriching in spite of
the fact that I read the book in its Kindle edition.”

Jbarr5, “sierrra for the first time. My first summer in the Sierra by John MuirAlways enjoy the
outside, walking discovering new things.Have watched many on the John Muir Trail in CA and
watched shows but having it all described is like being there, doing it ourselves.Like listening to
his journals and everything he sketches, plant, animal, etc.I received this book from National
Library Service for my BARD (Braille Audio Reading Device).”



Joanna69, “This Book is a Little Gem.. It is a no-brainer for me to recommend this book as I love
John Muir and live in the Sierra foothills close to all the places described. Having hiked some of
the well marked trails on the John Muir trail it is amazing to think that he “trail blazed” without all
the information and guidebooks available to us today. The book arrived as promised and service
was excellent.”

Connor, “   . Purchased as a gift. It had some pictures in it though.”

RicAnd, “Four Stars. An evident love story between the Author and the great mountains.
Emotional.”

Radichio, “Five Stars. greatly enjoyed thank you”

Bruce, “beautiful. this is a beautiful book, it came quickly and I am loving the pictures and
gorgeous words. Going to buy it for a friend too..”

The book by Dayton O. Hyde has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 221 people have provided feedback.
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